MT SWCS Board of Directors Teleconference
September 16, 2008
Ann Fischer, Chapter President, called the meeting to order at 7:32 AM.  Those in attendance were Heidi Brewer, Stacy Eneboe, Kit Sutherland, Angel Rosario, Holly Sessoms, Dick Scheetz and Tommy Bass.  Board members who were unable to attend were Tom Pick, Joyce Trevithick, Jane Holzer, and Roger Hybner.
Meeting Minutes

There were no changes or corrections to the August minutes. Minutes were approved as written.
Treasury Report
Jane Holzer was unable to attend.  The treasury report was emailed to all board members with the teleconference agenda.  As of 9/10/2008 the finances are as follows:  
$1,921.82 Stockman Bank Checking
$5,657.71 DA Davidson Savings 

$41,866.29 DA Davidson Investments

$ 8,731.18 Montana Community Foundation Endowment
Jane is waiting for an additional invoice from Brad Trosper for the summer tour expenses. 

OLD BUSINESS

Newsletter 
Tommy Bass made suggestions for a newsletter theme.  Examples were Tri-State water war, commodity issues, energy issues, and drought issues. The next newsletter is scheduled for December.  Dick Scheetz suggested that the topic be related to soil quality since that is the annual conference theme. Bass also suggested that a fun page or fun article be included that may be interesting to the general public.  Examples include a fishing trip, family vacation, or an event that happened in your local area.  Bass will work with Ann Fischer to get information out to the general membership encouraging them to submit articles to the newsletter. 

Jocko Restoration Summer Tour
Angel Rosario reported on the Jocko River Restoration Summer Tour.  Those who were able to attend thought it was an excellent tour.  Heidi Brewer reported that the conference was well organized, the speakers were excellent.  Ann has sent thank you cards to the speakers and to Brad Trosper, the event organizer.
National Leadership Committee
Heidi reported that the national leadership committee is going through a change in leadership. Becky Fletcher will be the director of the leadership committee.  

Soil Quality Conference

Ann Fischer will follow-up with the conference committee on biographies and additional information from the speakers.  The room reservations and meals have been finalized by Heidi Brewer.  The conference will be January 29th and 30th. Ann reminded the board members that there will be a silent auction fund raiser at the state conference, so be thinking of ideas. Ann is asking board members to each bring an item to donate to the silent auction during the chapter annual technical conference. 
Membership Committee

Valerie Oksendahl was not able to attend the teleconference.  Valerie had sent out a list of expiring memberships. There are three names.  Angel will contact the one located in his area, the other two expiring memberships are in another area. Ann will forward the list to Holly as she did not get the email. 
Tucson Convention

Kit Sutherland reported that several NRCS employees received recertification credits for professional certifications such as CCC through the National Conference. Sutherland said this was very beneficial to the members and NRCS personnel.  Kit thought that the SWCS leadership would replace Craig Cox by the first of the year. Kit is interested in Montana individuals and groups to nominate for the national awards as the Montana Chapter did not submit any this year. 

Election of Officers

Kit was the only representative in attendance from the election of officers committee.  The committee is planning on having a meeting in the near future. If any board members visit with a member who is interested in running for an office, please contact a committee member.
Awards

Dick Scheetz is planning to get awards wrapped up by the end of the year.  Dick has not sent a deadline, bit it will be right after the December newsletter is published.  National awards nominations are usually due around mid December. Ann asked Dick to send out a list of the national awards.  Dick suggested that the board get on the national SWCS website and take a look at the available awards. The Montana Chapter state wide awards form will be put on the website.  Dick will work with Heidi Brewer to get this done. Heidi and Ann will work together to get a certificate to Kit for the Brown family awards.
Earth Bracelets

No updates
Soil Painting Kits

Tom Pick was unable to attend the teleconference.  
NEW BUSINESS
Regional Conference 

Heidi Brewer reported on the 2009 Regional Conference.  The conference committee is asking for chapters to donate to the conference.  If chapters donate between $300 and $399 they will get a booth space. They are also asking chapters to donate a silent auction item. National will get 10%, North Dakota will receive 9%, and each state will get a percentage based off the number of members attending. Early registration is $90 and late registration is $100, student member fee is $25.  The call for posters has been sent out. Heidi asked if the MT Chapter wanted to make a donation for the regional conference.  Stacy Eneboe suggested the chapter wait until they received the remaining bills from the Jocko River Summer Tour before deciding on an amount.  Topic was tabled. 
Record Book
The record book committee is Ann Fischer, Heidi Brewer, Stacy Eneboe, and Carla Lawrence. The committee is waiting for Lawrence to schedule a teleconference call with members of the GLCI committee.

Scholarship Committee
Holly Sessoms asked when she should start working with the scholarship committee and when should the typical application deadline be set.  Dick Scheetz reported that historically the deadline was during the first part of January after the students had returned from Christmas break.  Typically the scholarship committee meets during the annual conference to review applications. The board discussed fund raising activities, from candy bar sales, the silent auction, and the refreshment basket raffle. Sessoms is asking for suggestions via email for fund raisers. 
100th Anniversary Civilian Conservation Core and WPA

Dick Scheetz brought up the 100th anniversary of the Civilian Conservation Core.  Other states are organizing celebration activities.  Scheetz asked wondering if the MT chapter wanted to organize an event in celebration of the anniversary. Tommy Bass suggested that this be included with the newsletter.  Bass will plan on writing the article. Board members are encouraged to research structures or CCC projects in their area and send articles to Bass for the newsletter. 
The next meeting will be October 21, 2008 by teleconference at 7:30 AM. Stacy Eneboe will be unable to attend.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 AM.
Respectfully Submitted,

/S/ STACY DENNY ENEBOE

Stacy Denny Eneboe

MT SWCS Chapter Secretary
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